Family Location Sharing
Guide

A practical guide to staying connected while respecting privacy. Learn
how to use location sharing tools safely and thoughtfully for your

family's peace of mind.




THE BASICS

Why Families Share Location

Safety & Security

Quickly locate family members in emergencies and ensure
children arrive safely at their destinations. Location sharing
provides peace of mind during daily routines and travel.

Coordination Made Easy

Simplify pickups, meetups, and family logistics. No more
"Where are you?" texts when you can see everyone's
location at a glance.

Building Trust

Open communication about location creates trust between
parents and teens. It's a tool for safety, not surveillance,
when used with mutual respect and understanding.

Emergency Preparedness

In crisis situations, knowing your family's location can be
lifesaving. First responders can reach them faster when
you have accurate location information.



(IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS )

Privacy First: Setting the Right Foundation
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Have the Conversation

Discuss why you want to share locations as a family.
Explain the benefits and address concerns openly. Make
it a collaborative decision, not a mandate.

Respect Age & Independence

Younger children need more oversight, while teens
deserve growing privacy. Adjust sharing settings as
children mature and demonstrate responsibility.
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Be Transparent

If you're tracking your child's location, they should know
about it. Secret monitoring damages trust and can
backfire as children find ways around it.

Review Regularly

Revisit your family's location sharing arrangement every
few months. As circumstances change, your approach
should evolve too.



15:44 PM

Settings

iPhone Family Sharing

Family My

Famibly coneate location Built-in & Simple Getting Started
Family location | Apple's Find My app comes pre-installed 1. Open Settings and tap your
Settings i and integrates seamlessly with iCloud. name
i Perfect for all-Apple families who want a 2. Select "Family Sharing" and
E?;T ,lf?fysa':ﬂ':»?o%:fﬁf el , straightforward solution. follow the prompts
Key Features: 3. Invite family members via
iMessage

* Real-time location sharing through

4. Enable "Share My Location"
Find My app Y

in Find My app
* Set location-based notifications for

arrivals and departures
U Free with any Apple

device and requires an
iCloud account for each
family member.

* Share purchases, subscriptions, and
iCloud storage

* Works across iPhone, iPad, Mac, and
Apple Watch




Android Family Link

Setup Steps

1. Download Family Link from
Google Play Store

2. Create a family group and
add members

3. Install Family Link on
children's devices

4. Configure location sharing
preferences

¥ Completely free and
works with any Android
device running version
7.0 or higher.

Google's Family Solution

Family Link offers comprehensive
parental controls alongside location
sharing. ldeal for families using Android
devices or mixed device households.

What It Offers:

* Real-time location tracking through
Google Maps

* Screen time management and app
controls

* Location history and regular check-ins

* Compatible with Android and
Chromebook devices
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Third-Party Apps: Life360 & Alternatives
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Life360 Glympse Kid-Focused Options

The most popular dedicated location app Perfect for temporary location sharing Apps like GeoZilla and Jiobit offer features
with 50+ million users. Offers advanced without permanent tracking. Set time limits  designed specifically for younger children,
features like driving reports, crash on how long you share your location. Great including geofencing alerts, check-in
detection, and SOS alerts. Free basic for meetups, deliveries, or short-term buttons, and colorful, simple interfaces
version available; premium features situations. Completely free. kids can understand and use.

require subscription.

Choose apps from reputable developers, read privacy policies carefully, and check what data they collect and share with third parties.



CREATING BALANCE

Setting Healthy Boundaries

Agree on Active Hours Limit Notifications Check In First
Location sharing doesn't need to be Constant location alerts can feel Before checking someone's location,
24/7. Consider turning it off during intrusive. Set notifications only for ask yourself if a quick text would work
school, work, or designhated personal important places like home, school, or instead. Use location as a backup tool,
time to respect privacy and autonomy. work—not every movement throughout not your first resort for knowing where
the day. family members are.
When to Stop Sharing

As children become adults, typically around 18, location sharing should become mutual and optional. Young adults deserve the same

privacy you'd want. Keep communication open—they may choose to continue sharing during college or while living at home, but it
should be their choice. Trust is built through respect, not surveillance.



About CSNP

"Making cybersecurity knowledge accessible to everyone through
education, community, and practical resources."

Our Programs

* Business & Non-Profit Security
* Family Cybersecurity

* Kids Safety Online

* Senior Digital Safety

* Women's Security

* Parents & Educators Resources

Everything we offer is completely free.

Visit csnp.org (Explore Resources)



https://csnp.org/
https://csnp.org/resources
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